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ATIAt@5 File 


from the original 0<]5 fila, The negative copy you have forwarded us unfortunately 
lacks enough detail. 
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third frame of the original film, 
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FLYOBRPT 


Commanding Officer . 
_ Southern Air Procurement District 
ATTN: SOI 

3309 Winthrop, P. 0. Box 9038 

Fort orth 7, Texas : 


Commanding General 
Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson AF Base, Ohio 


Director of Intelligence 
warters USAF 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Attached hereto, as Inclosure 1, is FLYOBRPT Report submitted in 
accordance with par 7, AFL 200-5. 


FOR THE AF PLANT REPRESENTATIVE: 
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Air Intelligence Information Lt. Colonel, USAF 
Report, AF Form 112 w/4 Incls Deputy AF Plant Representative 
(in quad) 
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‘SUMMARY: (Ener conse Sommery of ropert Glos significance im final one-sentencs paragraph List inelovures of lower let. Sgutalig Gt Oh Ad Dewi On aa 


1. At 1215 hours CST, 24 December 1952, while cond cting a flizht test of an 
Automatic Gunlaying Radar set similar to one hali of sn AN/APG=! ne equipped with 
nutomatie target acquisition (short title is either ATA or ALO) instailed in the nose 
of the armament flight test 8-36 ifo. 4h-92054, an unseen phenomenon was detected and 
tracked intermittently by the ATA of the AGL Radar set for a period of approximately 
30 minutes. The phenomenon was also detected at the same time and aoproxinate 
position in space by the AN/APS-23 navigation radar installed on the 5-36. The 3<36 
aircraft had completed a portion of a flight test plan which called for simulated 
attacks by an F=$); fichter. On 2) December two fighters (F-b's) participated in the 
simulated attack, and they had left the area a few minutes earlier to return to their 
base. The fighters were being used to evaluate the ATA portion of the AGI, Radar set. 
The AGI, radar operator had complained of what he thought was noise. [It later became 
apparent that this "noise" was the same phenomenon as was detected and tracked a few- 
minutes later by both radar sets. The flight plan and report are attached as 
inclosures 1 and 2. 


2e Although nothing could be seen by any of the members of the crew, the 
following facts dictated that this report be submitted: 


a» The phenomenon was detected by both radar sets. 


be Its behavior of attempting to remain 2000 to 1,000 yards in front 
of the B=36 during descent from 0,000 to 15,000 feet was unexplainable, and 
seemed to indicate that something intelligent was guiding it. 
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SUBJECT (UNCLASSIFIED) Airborne Electronic Sighting of 
Unknown Phenomenon Project 10073 
FROM ATIAA=5 DATE 


le ATIAA=-5 requests that the inclosed incident of 2 Dec 52, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
be reviewed and that, if possible, either an analysis or, if the total information 
is too inadequate, an opinion be givan as to the cause of this electronic sighting, 


2. One positive transparency copy of 0-15 film picturing some of the phenomenon 
encountered by the B-36 is also inclosed. | 


3. If inclosurs 1 is withdrawn (or not attached), the classification of this 
correspondence will be downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED in accordance with paragraph 253, 
AFR 205-1. 


jor, USAF 
i Propulsion Branch 
5 Division 
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FROM (Ageneg) 


AFPR, GAP #4 


1. Object not seen visually. Whenever the AN/APG=)1 radar would Lock on (2 
function of the ATA), and track the phenomenon, all available ¢ 

visually search the area in front of the aircraft in the dir 

indicated by the AN/APG=1. Wothing could ever be seen. 7 

would then search the space in front of the n=36, and would slwa 

phemomenone ‘The signed etatenents of both radar operators are attached as i 

XOe 2 and 3. 


2. Phenomenon sighted at 1215 cst (16157), 2k Dec 52, interitten 
period of approximately 30 minutes. ts exact tine (CST) shown on the 
referenced in paragraph 8 is 12:52:39 to 12:53:07. ‘hese photographs were tal 
the an/APaell indicator "5" and "ci scopes during one of the periods when the 
A /aPo-hd Radar set was tracking the phenomenon. 


-- 3. Phenonenon detected by Radar set similar to AN/APG-ll w/ALO installed on 
nose of =36 equipment flight test aircraft. peeomen cn was detected at sane 
relative position by AN/APS-23. For description of AN/APc-l1 and ALO (C=899/APG 
antenna control) see TO Noe CO AN 16=30APG-h1-3. he Al Sige indicator was 
equipped with an 0-15 camera which photographed tr sOpes, a data card, a 
frame counter, and a clock, The data card contains six light ne indicating when 
+ne radar set detects a target. Another is energized is ar set locks ona 
target, and another is energized when the Mitchel movie canera ir ing pictures. 
‘The Mitchel camera was mounted on the nose turret, and veravigited te the tracking 
line of the AN/APG-l1 antenna. The turret is slaved to the antenna, and follows in 
azimuth and elevation. Althoush the light on the 0-15 film indicated that the 
Mitchel camera was running, unfortunately the iitchel film was developed through 

f2i channels and the franes which were taken at the tine the phenomenon was 

tracked were rendered useless by poor developin ing techniques and nothing 
distinctive could be found on the film. — 


4. Phenomenon observed 0 miles East of Dallas, Texas, to U0 miles Northeast 
of Dallas on both North and South headings at 0,000 ft., and on descent to 15,000 
ft. in the area surrounding Lake Dallas. Phenomenon was no longer detected below 
altitude of 15,000 ft. Phenomenon was tracked at distance of 2,000 to 4,000 yards 
range appearing intermittently at different azimuth locations plus or minus 30° 
and minus 5° to minus 15° elevation. Althoucsh an intensive visual search was made 
phenomenon was not seen by the pilot or any crew members 


The phenomenon was present during the period of time when the Fr-8h fighters 
were making simulated attacks against the 8-36. It was determined later that the 
inferior performance from the A'/APG=1 was obviously due, at least partially, to 
the same type of phenomenon that was detected and tracked for 30 minutes after the 
fighters left the area to return to their base (Sergstrom AFR). 


The AN/APG=1 operator's signed statement (Incl. 3) and the AN/APS-23 
operator's signed statement (Incl. kh) give further details. 


5. Both radar operators have been operating and flight testing their 
respective equipment for several years. Hadar set Aly, /xec-hh was instrumented with 
an O-15 camera (deseribed in 3 atove). The O-15 film was not clear, but does 
indicate presence and trackability of phen avendt. 
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The scope face of the AN/APC=l1 indicator was slightly out of focus, and 
the pictures that Mrs ), the operator, took in search do not show the phenomenon 
clearly. A description and sketeh of the search presentation of the phenomenon on 
the "gl scope is included as part of the AN/APG-li1 operator's statement (Incl. 3). 


6. Weather conditions. Immediate area was clear, nearest cloud formations 
were approximately 0 miles distant (at the same altitude). There was a cloud deck 
below the B-36 at a low altitude. 


7. AlN/APS=23 presentation of phenomenon was similar to recent AF release of 
PP1 photographs of sightings made over Washington, De Ce 


The AN/APS-23 operator's statement gave the details of what he saw on his 
PP1 scopes 


8. Photographs of AN/APG=1 scope are available. These are the 0-15 films 
referred to and discussed in 3 above. These and the Mitchel film referred to in 3 
Will be retained by Lt qi and will be available upon his return to 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, in February. His office is in the Armament Laboratory, 
Building 22, Post 28, Phone 20121 or 26235, and the office symbol is WCLGL-1l. 


9. Maneuvers were made by the B-36 aircraft to prove trackability of the 
phenonenons By observing the AN/APG-1 antenna position while tracking the 
phenomenon it was determined that during the B=36 maneuvers the Phenomenen remained 
on its same apparent course and speed. 


The maneuvers consisted of turns, climbs, and dives (to the extent of the 
p-36's capabilities). The G-l1 antenna end turret would move with respect to the 
5-36 so that they pointed towards a point in space traveling a path parallel and 
more or less coinciding with the path the B36 had departed fram. The phenomenon 
descended at the same rate as the B=36 and maintained a distance of 2000 to 000 
yards ahead of the B-36. Whenever the 3-36 established a new neading so that the 
phenomenon was entirely out of the search sector of the G-=ljl antenna, the G-)l 
would not detect anything for a period of several seconds up to 2 or 3 minutes. 
Then suddenly the phenomenon would reappear and the G-1 would again detect and lock 
on it. See the AN/APG-l\l operator's statement (Incl. Ifo. ) for details. 


10. No air traffic was observed in the Dallas area at the time of the 
electronic sighting. 
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‘Mamotenoom rot 
nk.” Pu on 15 Jaruary 1953, Lt Selle called WANG for Lt oun 


to set up a possible interrogation. 


was advised that Lt @QQMNMP would be at Convair, Ft. Worth, 
Texas, until the latter part of Jamary. Told his office to have him call 
me as soon as he arrived, 


Was the weather good or bad? Certain areas around Dallas had bad weather 
on 2, Dec 52. 


Weather records from 0900% at Ft. Worth will be requested from Asheville 
Weather Central to determine if temperature inversions or any distrubing 
weather phenomenon could have affected the radar sets on the B-36. 


An explanation of scope photo can be obtained from WADC = indicated in 
inclosed TWX. 


Two radar sets were: 
1. AN/APG-)1 = gun laying radar = prorbty Pd wreck ak sod 
2. AN/APS-23 = navigation 
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SUBJECT: = FLYOSRPT 


Statement by AN/APG/\1 operator on 2), day December 1952, Convair flight 
on ship 92054, type 5-36 


While flight testing an/APG/h1 radar on nose of P=36 05h, 12-21-52, 
I encountered a spurious target during work with fighter aircraft. 
Thinking that it might be cloud trouble, I asked pilot (C. I. Davis) 
what kind of cloud cover we had around use His renarks were "not a 
cloud in 0 miles." At this time the fighters were dispatched to return 
to their base. The spurious target again triggered the ALO and made 
a very firm lock on. At this point I asked the APS=23 operator for 
confirmation on target. He confirmed that he had seen spurious target 
at sane azimuth position and possibly same range. By this time the 
target had appeared several times in a pop in and pop out mamner at the 
same range 2000 to 4000 yds but varying in aximuth of 60° to the right 
or left of tne hose of the ship. To assure myself [ asked the pilot to 
maneuver the ship after lock on to prove trackability. This showed 
target to be very stable and trackable. At this time we had spent 
some 30 minutes with the target and when we started to descend the 
target stayed with us down to about 15,000 ft. ;t this point ground 
return was triggering my system, and the target was no longer seen. 
This target did not look like normal return that you get from other 
aircraft. The only thing that — have ever seen to resemble it was 
spent 20 Mi shell cases which I have tracked before on the APG/\L 
tail system in same ship. 


We Ce Osmon 
APG/1 Operator 
Dept. 76, Convair 
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SUBJECT: FLYOBRPT 
Statement by AN/APS-23 operator, 2h December 1952, Convair flight on 
ship 49205), type B-36. 


The APS=23 with C12 control in lieu of a computer is used as 
search radar on this airplane. At the time I was requested to aid in 
detecting the phenonenon I was in search position }\0,000 ft. altitude 
and 36 mile range. I had previously determined also that in level 
flight, search condition, the best ground return was obtained with -7 
to -9 degree antenna tilt. I then reduced range to the stop position which 
removed the five mile range mark from the scope, and upon this fact I 
estimated my maximum range on the scope at .5 miles. I next switched 
to Sector-Scan selecting a 120 degree are dead ahead and by moving 
antenna tilt to zero position on scale the described targets began to 
appear. I then found my best target range from zero to Al degrees. 
Since the targets were in the same proximity as the AN/APG=1 had 
indicated, I did not change altitude. In almost every instance I would 
see the target on my scope by the time the AN/spa-L had detected and 
locked on. The AN/APG-L1 operator would cail out range of lock on, and 
my range would be comparable to his, On one occasion [ detected a 
second target farther out (approximately one mile), and on several 
occasions I could see another target 30 to 5 degrees either side of 
the one he was locked on, Gn one occasion I switched back to search 
picked up the target aft of the airplane, and followed it out of .5 
mile range. These targets were very sharp and with RF gain could 
be tuned very bright. However, they were unusual in the fact that 
they did not track in from the edge of the scope but would appear on 
the scope at a range of two to four miles. They also might remain 
constant for several sweeps, and then the next sweep they would be 
gone. Several sweeps later they might reappear. They would disappear 
at the same time the AN/APG-l)1 would unlock. 


We next checked to see if the two sets were mutually interfering 
with each other by turning the AN/APS-23 to stand-by position, and 
alternately turning the AW/apC-);1 to stand-by. Wo interference was 
observed. 
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PAGE TWO JWFAF 6B 


74/ PHENOMENON OBSERVED 49 MILES E OF DALLAS TEX TO 8% MILES NE OF 
DALLAS ON BOTH N AND S HEADINGS AT 4295% FT AND ON DESCENT TO 

1599 FT IN THE AREA SURROUNDING LAKE DALLAS. PHENOMENON WAS NO 
LONGER DETECTED BELOW ALT OF 1592@ FT. PHENONENON WAS TRACKED AT DIs 
OF 2728 TO 4920 YARDS RANGE APPEARING INTERMITTENTLY AT DIFFERENT 
AXIMUTH LOCS PLUS OR MINUS 35% DEGREES AND MINUS 5 TO MINUS 15 DEGREE 
ELEVATION. ALTHOUGH AN INTENSIVE VISUAL SEARCH WAS MADE PHENOMENON 
WAS NOT SEEN BY THE PLT OR’ ANY CR/M. 

75/ BOTH RADAR OPRS HAVE BEEN OPRG AND FLT TESTING THEIR RESPECTIVE 
EQUIP FOR SERVEAL YRS. RADAR SET AN/APG-41 WAS INSTRUMENTED W/ AN 
9/15 CAMERA. FILM WAS NOT CLEAR BUT DOES INDICATE PRESENCE AND 
TRACKABILITY OF PHENOMENON. 


/6/ WEA CONDITIONS. IMMED AREA WAS CLEAR NEAREST CLOUD FORMATIONS 
WERE APRX 4@ MILES DISTANT. 


/T/ AN/APS-25 PRESENTATION OF PHENOMENON WAS SIMILAR TO RECENT AF 
RELEASE OF PPI PHOTOGRAPHS OF SIGHTINGS MADE OVER WASHINGTON D C. 

7&/ PHOTOGRAPHS OF AN/APG-41 SCOPE ARE AVAL. 

7S/ MANEUVERS WERE MADE BY THE B-36 ACFT TO PROVE TRACKABILITY OF THE 
PHENOMENON, BY OBSERVING THE AN/APG-41 ANTENNA PSN WHILE TRACKING 
THE PHENOMENON IT WAS DETERMINED THAT DURING THE E-3$ MANEUVERS THE 
PHENCMENEN REMAINED ON ITS SAME APPARENT CRSE AND SPiED. 

715/ NO AIR TRF WAS OBSERVED IN THE DALLAS AREA AT THE TIM 

ELECTONIC SIGHTING. ‘ 
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SUDJ FLYOBRPT, THE FOLG INFO IS SBMD IAW AFL 222-5 29 APR 52. 

@ /i/ OBJECT NOT SEEN VISUALLY. 


72/ PHENCMENON SIGIITED AT 1215 24 DEC 52 I 
PD CF APRX 33 MIN, | 
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